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IS PETER THE 
FIRST POPE 
(BISHOP OF 

ROME)?



“Simon Peter holds first place in the 
college of the Twelve”(CCC 551) 

“Peter has confessed: ‘You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.’  

Our Lord then declared to him: ‘You 
are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my Church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against 

it.’” (CCC 552)



“Jesus entrusted a specific authority 
to Peter: ‘I will give you the keys of 

the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.’  The ‘power of the keys’ 

designates authority to govern the 
house of God, which is the 

Church.” (CCC 553)



“The power to ‘bind and 
loose’ connotes the 

authority to absolve sins, 
to pronounce doctrinal 

judgments, and to make 
disciplinary judgments in 
the Church.” (CCC 553)



“Jesus entrusted this 
authority to the Church 

through the ministry of the 
apostles and in particular 

through the ministry of Peter, 
the only one to whom he 

specifically entrusted the keys 
of the kingdom” (CCC 553)



Luke 6:47–48 “Everyone who comes 
to me and hears my words and does 

them, I will show you what he is 
like: he is like a man building a 

house, who dug deep and laid the 
foundation on the rock. And when a 

flood arose, the stream broke 
against that house and could not 
shake it, because it had been well 

built.” (ESV)



Mark 8:27–30 “And Jesus went on with 
his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi. And on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I 

am?” [28] And they told him, “John the 
Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 

others, one of the prophets.” [29] And 
he asked them, “But who do you say that 

I am?” Peter answered him, “You are 
the Christ.” [30] And he strictly charged 

them to tell no one about him.” (ESV)



Luke 9:20 “Then he 
said to them, “But 

who do you say that I 
am?” And Peter 

answered, “The Christ 
of God.” (ESV)



Acts 10:13–16 “And there came a voice 
to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” [14] 

But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for 
I have never eaten anything that is 

common or unclean.” [15] And the voice 
came to him again a second time, “What 

God has made clean, do not call 
common.” [16] This happened three 
times, and the thing was taken up at 

once to heaven.” (ESV) 



Galatians 2:11–14 “But when Cephas came to 
Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
stood condemned. [12] For before certain men 

came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; 
but when they came he drew back and separated 
himself, fearing the circumcision party. [13] And 

the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with 
him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their 
hypocrisy. [14] But when I saw that their conduct 
was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said 
to Cephas before them all, ‘If you, though a Jew, 

live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you 
force the Gentiles to live like Jews?’” (ESV)



Why does Jesus, right after this 
affirmation to Peter, then rebuke 

Peter and say “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a hindrance to me. 
For you are not setting your mind 
on the things of God, but on the 

things of man.”? (Matthew 
16:21-23 ESV). Is this a 

characteristic of Papal Infallibility?



In parallel accounts of Matthew 
16:13-20 (Mark 8:27-30 & Luke 

9:20), why does Jesus not 
mention the claim of Peter being 
the rock of the church and having 
the keys to “bind and loose”?  If it 

is that important to the Church 
why is it only mentioned one 

book of the Bible?



What are keys used for?  What 
“unlocks” the doors of the 

Kingdom of Heaven?   

What does Jesus say in Jn 3:3?   
What does Paul say it takes to 
be saved in Romans 10:9-10?  

John in Revelation 3:20?



John 3:3 “Jesus answered him, 'Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born again he cannot 

see the kingdom of God.’” (ESV) 
Romans 10:9–10 “because, if you confess 

with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. [10] For with the heart 
one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved.” (ESV) 

Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 

the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him, and he with me.” (ESV)



What does Jesus’ warning in 
Matthew 23:13 mean in terms of 

doors and the kingdom of heaven? 

Matt23:13 “But woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

shut the kingdom of heaven in 
people’s faces. For you neither enter 

yourselves nor allow those who 
would enter to go in.”



What about “bind” and “loose” 
being used in Matthew 18:15-20 

in terms of church discipline?   

Why is Peter’s authority not 
mentioned in this passage?  

Why is this authority extended 
to the church body?



What about when Peter was wrong…correcting Jesus 
(John 13:8-10), doubting Jesus with little faith 
(Matthew 14:30-31), rebuking Jesus (Matthew 

16:22-23), misunderstanding the Transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:1-8), questioning Jesus, promising to 
never abandon Jesus (Matthew 26:33-35), falling 
asleep on the Mount of Transfiguration and the 
Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 9:32 and Matthew 

26:40–43), impulsive (John 18:10–11), abandoning 
Jesus (Matthew 26:56), denying Jesus (Matthew 

26:69–75) to in His presence (Luke 22:61), blame 
shifting (John 21:21), refusing to obey God’s voice in 

a vision (Acts 10:13-16), and being hypocritically 
legalistic and exclusive (“not in step with the truth of 



Did Peter ever go to Rome?   

Why, historically speaking, does 
the Catholic Church become 

associated with Rome?   

Was the Edict of Milan in 313 
A.D. by Constantine helpful or 

harmful to Christianity? 



Did the Roman influence and control 
co-opt the Catholic Church for its own 

use?   

Was the biblical fidelity compromised in 
order to adapt the biblical message to be 

syncretized (changed) into a more 
palatable flavor for a variety of cultural 

contexts (i.e. adding purgatory, 
indulgences, icons, prayers to Mary, the 

dead, angels, etc.)?



So is Jesus saying that the church 
is being built on the person of 

Peter, or the proclamation of the 
Gospel, that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of the living God? 

Considering Luke 6:47-48; What 
is the foundation and rock Jesus 

is referencing?



Matthew 16:17 “And Jesus 
answered him, 'Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in 

heaven.’” (ESV) 

Is Jesus conferring a blessing or 
acknowledging the blessing of God?



Matthew 16:18 “And I 
tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will 
build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” (ESV)



Is this verse more about Peter and his 
lineage of popes, or about looking upon 

and believing in Jesus?   

What do we do with the many passages 
about Jesus who conquers death/

Hades/Hell (Romans 8:2; Acts 2:24) 
because “death no longer is master over 
Him” (Romans 6:9), thus bringing his 

church (gathered ones) together as 
“conquerors” (Romans 8:37-39).



To whom was the name “rock” assigned in the Old 
Testament (Deut. 32:4, 15, 18, 30–31)?  To whom 

does 1 Corinthians 10:4 assign the name rock? 

Deuteronomy 32:4 “The Rock, his work is perfect, 
for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness 

and without iniquity, just and upright is he.” (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 10:4 "all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 

followed them, and the Rock was Christ.” (ESV)



When 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 
1:5-9 lay out the office of elder/
overseer/bishop/pastor why is 

there no distinction made about 
a Pope or head Bishop?   

Why is there always a plurality 
of elders referenced in the 

leadership of local churches?



Ephesians 2:19–22 “So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, [20] built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
[21] in whom the whole structure, being 

joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord. [22] In him you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God 
by the Spirit.” (ESV)



In this description of the church, why is 
Peter not referenced?   

Why is there no reference to the 
oversight of a head/lead/arch Bishop or 

Pope?   

Is the sole reference to Jesus a reference 
back to the foundation/rock of the 

church being on Jesus alone and not on 
human authority?



If Peter has the authority to forgive 
sins (per CCC 982, 986, 987), 

where does he do that in the Bible?  

Like the ways in which Jesus 
expresses His authority to forgive 

sins (Matthew 9:6, Mark 2:10, 
Luke 5:24; 7:49, Acts 10:43, 
Colossians 1:14, 1 John 1:9) ?



John 20:21–23 “Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I am 

sending you.” [22] And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. [23] If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is 

withheld.” (ESV)



What did Jesus just show them in 
John 20:20?  Why was this evidence 

important to their mission?   

How do the disciples’ response 
demonstrate their belief? 

What is the message they are being 
sent with?  How is the Holy Spirit 
connected to Jesus’ sending of his 

disciples?



Since the words for “forgive” are written 
as perfect-tense verbs, they represent 

actions completed in the past with 
continuing effects into the present and 

future.   

Doesn’t this appear to point more 
towards Christian responsibility to 

proclaim the Gospel message of 
forgiveness of sins in the power of the 

Holy Spirit?



Are Christians called to be judges 
withholding forgiveness from one another?  

Or are they called to be ambassadors or 
messengers of the message of forgiveness 

found in the Gospel? 

2 Corinthians 5:20 “Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God.” (ESV)
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