
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY  
ABOUT SOLOMON? 

Solomon: Kingly Living, Walk in Faith, Strength and Wisdom 
(1 Kings 9:1-9, ESV) 

Solomon Lives to Honor God 
• Obedient Actions Line Up with Words (1 Kings 3:3) 
• Loves Others: Requests Wisdom (1 Kings 3:9) 
• Invests Wealth Towards God (1 Kings 4:20-28, ch5 & 6) 
• Prioritizes God’s Voice (1 Kings 6:12) 
• Spends Time in God-Centered Tasks (1 Kings 6:38) 
• Focuses on God’s Name above His Own (1 King 8:20) 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 
10:31) 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. . . . Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and 
not for men, (Colossians 3:17, 23) 

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or 
knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going. (Ecclesiastes 9:10) 

Know God, No Fear of the Enemies 
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who 
is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant 
for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is 
the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. (Romans 13:3-4) 

Know God, Know Wisdom 
But I say that wisdom is better than might, though the poor man's wisdom is despised and his 
words are not heard. The words of the wise heard in quiet are better than the shouting of a 
ruler among fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good. 
(Ecclesiastes 9:16-18) 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but 
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to 
your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been 
before you and none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both 
riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. And if you will 
walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, 
then I will lengthen your days.” (1 Kings 3:10-14) 
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Solomon 
1 Kings 1-11; 2 Chronicles 1-9 

Adonijah & The Throne (1 Kings 1:49-50 ESV) Then all the guests of Adonijah trembled 
and rose, and each went his own way. And Adonijah feared Solomon. So he arose and went and 
took hold of the horns of the altar. 

(1 Kings 2:13-15 ESV) Then Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of 
Solomon. And she said, “Do you come peacefully?” He said, “Peacefully.” Then he said, “I have 
something to say to you.” She said, “Speak.” He said, “You know that the kingdom was mine, 
and that all Israel fully expected me to reign. However, the kingdom has turned about and 
become my brother's, for it was his from the LORD. 

David’s Preparations (1 Chronicles 22:2-5 ESV) David said, “Solomon my son is young and 
inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, 
of fame and glory throughout all lands. I will therefore make preparation for it.” So David 
provided materials in great quantity before his death. 

David’s Charge  (1 Chronicles 22:6-9 ESV) But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
‘You have shed much blood and have waged great wars. You shall not build a house to my 
name, because you have shed so much blood before me on the earth. Behold, a son shall be 
born to you who shall be a man of rest. I will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. 
For his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 

(1 Kings 2:1-4 ESV) When David's time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, 
saying, “I am about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself a man, and keep 
the charge of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his 
commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you 
may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn, that the LORD may establish his word 
that he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk 
before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on 
the throne of Israel.’ 

Solomon’s Wisdom 
(1 Kings 3:3-15 ESV) Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father, only 
he sacrificed and made offerings at the high places. [4] And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on 
that altar. [5] At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 
“Ask what I shall give you.” [6] And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to 
your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, 
and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. [7] And now, O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not 
know how to go out or come in. [8] And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. [9] Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
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[10] It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. [11] And God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, [12] behold, I now do 
according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you 
has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. [13] I give you also what you have 
not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 
[14] And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your 
father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

The Lord’s Second Appearance  (1 Kings 9:1-9 ESV) [9:1] As soon as Solomon had 
finished building the house of the LORD and the king's house and all that Solomon desired to 
build, [2] the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 
[3] And the LORD said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made 
before me. I have consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my name there forever. 
My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. [4] And as for you, if you will walk before me, 
as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that 
I have commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, [5] then I will establish your 
royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a 
man on the throne of Israel.’ [6] But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, 
and do not keep my commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and 
serve other gods and worship them, [7] then I will cut off Israel from the land that I have given 
them, and the house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my sight, and Israel 
will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. [8] And this house will become a heap 
of ruins. Everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, ‘Why has the 
LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ [9] Then they will say, ‘Because they 
abandoned the LORD their God who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt and laid 
hold on other gods and worshiped them and served them. Therefore the LORD has brought all 
this disaster on them.’” 

Solomon’s Successes  (1 Kings 9:10 ESV)[10] At the end of twenty years, in which Solomon 
had built the two houses, the house of the LORD and the king's house 

(2 Chronicles 9:22-23) Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in 
wisdom. [23] And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, 
which God had put into his mind. 

Solomon’s Failure: Ensure You Do Not Fail in a Similar Manner 
(1 Kings 11:1-8 ESV) [11:1] Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the 
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, [2] from the 
nations concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into 
marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after 
their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. [3] He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 
300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. [4] For when Solomon was old his wives 
turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, 
as was the heart of David his father. [5] For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. [6] So Solomon did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as David his father had done. 
[7] Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the 
abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. [8] And so he did for all 
his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. 
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• See how Solomon fails to heed God’s warning:  (Deuteronomy 17:16-17 ESV) [16] Only 
he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in 
order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return 
that way again.’ [17] And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn 
away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. 

Solomon’s Punishment 
(1 Kings 11:9-13 ESV) [9] And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned 
away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice [10] and had 
commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he did not 
keep what the LORD commanded. [11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this has 
been your practice and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded 
you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. [12] Yet for the 
sake of David your father I will not do it in your days, but I will tear it out of the hand of your 
son. [13] However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for 
the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.”
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