
What Does the Bible Say About the Names of Angels? 
  

Faithful Angels’ Names - Who Are They? 

“Angels are created, spiritual beings with moral judgment and high intelligence, but without physical 
bodies” Wayne Grudem 

Angel 
• Luke 2:13–14 “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying, [14] ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!’” (ESV) 

• Revelation 22:6 “And he said to me, ‘These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God 
of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.’” 
(ESV) 

• Hebrews 2:16 “For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.” 
(ESV) 

Cherubim 
• Genesis 3:24 “He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim 

and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.” (ESV) 
• Ark - Exodus 25:18–22 “And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you 

make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. [19] Make one cherub on the one end, and one 
cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two 
ends. [20] The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with 
their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. [21] 
And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony 
that I shall give you. [22] There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between 
the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give 
you in commandment for the people of Israel.” (ESV) 

• Tabernacle Curtains & Veil - Exodus 26 & 36 
• Temple Inner Sanctuary and Walls - 1 Kings 6:23–29 In the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim 

of olivewood, each ten cubits high. [24] Five cubits was the length of one wing of the cherub, and 
five cubits the length of the other wing of the cherub; it was ten cubits from the tip of one wing to 
the tip of the other. [25] The other cherub also measured ten cubits; both cherubim had the same 
measure and the same form. [26] The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so was that of the 
other cherub. [27] He put the cherubim in the innermost part of the house. And the wings of the 
cherubim were spread out so that a wing of one touched the one wall, and a wing of the other cherub 
touched the other wall; their other wings touched each other in the middle of the house. [28] And he 
overlaid the cherubim with gold. [29] Around all the walls of the house he carved engraved figures 
of cherubim and palm trees and open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. (ESV 

Host of Heaven 
• Nehemiah 9:6 “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with 

all their host . . . and the host of heaven worships you.” 

Visible and Invisible - Thrones, Dominions, Rulers, Authorities  
• Colossians 1:16 “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him.” 
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• Colossians 2:15 “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him.” (ESV) 

• Ephesians 6:12 “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places.” (ESV) 

• Ephesians 3:10 “so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” (ESV) 

• Romans 8:38–39 “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (ESV) 

Holy Ones 
• Deuteronomy 33:2–3 “He said, ‘The LORD came from Sinai and dawned from Seir upon us; he 

shone forth from Mount Paran; he came from the ten thousands of holy ones, with flaming fire at 
his right hand. [3] Yes, he loved his people, all his holy ones were in his hand; so they followed in 
your steps, receiving direction from you” (ESV) 

• Psalm 89:5 “Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness in the assembly of the 
holy ones!” (ESV) 

• Psalm 89:7 “a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all who 
are around him?” (ESV) 

• Zechariah 14:5 “And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 
shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.” (ESV) 

• Jude 14 “It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, 
the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones” (ESV) 

Heavenly Beings 
• Psalm 8:5 “Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with 

glory and honor.” (ESV) 
• Psalm 29:1 “Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.” 

(ESV) 
• Psalm 89:6 “For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? Who among the heavenly beings is 

like the LORD” (ESV) 

Living Creatures 
• Ezekiel 1:5–28 “And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was 

their appearance: they had a human likeness, [6] but each had four faces, and each of them had four 
wings. [7] Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of a calf’s foot. And 
they sparkled like burnished bronze. [8] Under their wings on their four sides they had human 
hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus: [9] their wings touched one another. Each 
one of them went straight forward, without turning as they went. [10] As for the likeness of their 
faces, each had a human face. The four had the face of a lion on the right side, the four had the face 
of an ox on the left side, and the four had the face of an eagle. [11] Such were their faces. And their 
wings were spread out above. Each creature had two wings, each of which touched the wing of 
another, while two covered their bodies. [12] And each went straight forward. Wherever the spirit 
would go, they went, without turning as they went. [13] As for the likeness of the living creatures, 
their appearance was like burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches moving to and fro 
among the living creatures. And the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. [14] And 
the living creatures darted to and fro, like the appearance of a flash of lightning. [15] Now as I 
looked at the living creatures, I saw a wheel on the earth beside the living creatures, one for each of 
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the four of them. [16] As for the appearance of the wheels and their construction: their appearance 
was like the gleaming of beryl. And the four had the same likeness, their appearance and 
construction being as it were a wheel within a wheel. [17] When they went, they went in any of their 
four directions without turning as they went. [18] And their rims were tall and awesome, and the 
rims of all four were full of eyes all around. [19] And when the living creatures went, the wheels 
went beside them; and when the living creatures rose from the earth, the wheels rose. [20] 
Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they went, and the wheels rose along with them, for the spirit of 
the living creatures was in the wheels. [21] When those went, these went; and when those stood, 
these stood; and when those rose from the earth, the wheels rose along with them, for the spirit of 
the living creatures was in the wheels. [22] Over the heads of the living creatures there was the 
likeness of an expanse, shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above their heads. [23] And 
under the expanse their wings were stretched out straight, one toward another. And each creature 
had two wings covering its body. [24] And when they went, I heard the sound of their wings like the 
sound of many waters, like the sound of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army. 
When they stood still, they let down their wings. [25] And there came a voice from above the 
expanse over their heads. When they stood still, they let down their wings. [26] And above the 
expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated 
above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human appearance. [27] And upward from what 
had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed 
all around. And downward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the 
appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him. [28] Like the appearance of the bow that 
is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard 
the voice of one speaking.”(ESV) 

• Revelation 4:6–9 “And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full 
of eyes in front and behind: [7] the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an 
ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in 
flight. [8] And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and 
within, and day and night they never cease to say, ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who 
was and is and is to come!’ [9] And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to 
him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, (ESV) 

Seraphim 
• Isaiah 6:2–7 “Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 

with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. [3] And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!’ [4] And the foundations of the 
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. [5] And I said: 
‘Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!’ [6] Then one of the seraphim flew 
to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. [7] And he 
touched my mouth and said: ‘Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your 
sin atoned for.’ (ESV) 

Sons of God 
• Job 1:6 “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 

and Satan also came among them.” (ESV) 
• Job 2:1 “Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 

and Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD.” (ESV) 
• Job 38:7 “when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” (ESV) 
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Sons of God / Nephilim   
• Genesis 6:1–4 “When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to 

them, [2] the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their 
wives any they chose. [3] Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is 
flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” [4] The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them. 
These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown.” (ESV) 

Spirits 
• 1 John 4:1–3 "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. [2] By this you know the Spirit of God: 
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, [3] and every spirit 
that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 
coming and now is in the world already.” (ESV) 

Elemental Spirits 
• Colossians 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.” (ESV) 
• Colossians 2:20 “If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still 

alive in the world, do you submit to regulations” (ESV) 

Ministering Spirits 
• Hebrews 1:14 “Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to 

inherit salvation?” (ESV) 

Seven Spirits 
• Revelation 1:4 “the seven spirits who are before his throne” (ESV) 
• Revelation 3:1 “The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.” 
• Revelation 4:5 “before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of 

God” 
• Revelation 5:6 “And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 

Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” (ESV) 

Those Who Are With Us 
2 Kings 6:16–17 “He said, ‘Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are 
with them.’ [17] Then Elisha prayed and said, ‘O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.' So the 
LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha.’” (ESV) 

Watchers 
Daniel 4:17 “The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the holy ones, 
to the end that the living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to 
whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of men.” (ESV) 
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Two Named Angels 
The Archangel Michael 
• Jude 9–10 “But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the 

body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord 
rebuke you.” [10] But these people blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are 
destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively.” (ESV) 

• Revelation 12:7–8 “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. 
And the dragon and his angels fought back, [8] but he was defeated, and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven.” (ESV) 

• Daniel 10:10–14 “And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. [11] 
And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, and 
stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.’ And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up 
trembling. [12] Then he said to me, ‘Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to 
understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come 
because of your words. [13] The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, [14] 
and came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision 
is for days yet to come.’” (ESV) 

• Daniel 12:1 “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at 
that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.” 
(ESV) 

Gabriel - Daniel, Mary & Zechariah 
• Daniel 8:15–17 “When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. And behold, there 

stood before me one having the appearance of a man. [16] And I heard a man’s voice between the 
banks of the Ulai, and it called, ‘Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.’ [17] So he came near 
where I stood. And when he came, I was frightened and fell on my face. But he said to me, 
‘Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the time of the end.’ (ESV) 

• Daniel 9:20–23 “While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people 
Israel, and presenting my plea before the LORD my God for the holy hill of my God, [21] while I was 
speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift 
flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. [22] He made me understand, speaking with me and 
saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you insight and understanding. [23] At the beginning 
of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. 
Therefore consider the word and understand the vision.” (ESV) 

• Luke 1:19–20 “And the angel answered him, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was 
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. [20] And behold, you will be silent and unable 
to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will 
be fulfilled in their time.'” (ESV) 

• Luke 1:26–27 “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, [27] to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And 
the virgin’s name was Mary.” (ESV) 
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3 CAUTIONS & WARNINGS ABOUT ANGELS: 

#1 Know that Satan Disguises Himself and an Un-Fallen Angel to Deceive Humanity 
2 Corinthians 11:14–15 “And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. [15] So 
it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will 
correspond to their deeds.” (ESV) 

• Mormonism - Moroni to Joseph Smith 
• Jehovah’s Witnesses - Archangel Michael is Pre-Incarnate Jesus 
• Islam - Gabriel (Jibrael) to Mohammed, Michael (Mikael), Raphael (Israfil), and Azrael; belief in 

seven archangels 
• Catholicism - Raphael/Azarias “one of the seven” (Book of Tobit, angelic command to burn fish guts 

to drive the demonic away, receives worship) 

1 John 4:1–3 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. [2] By this you know the Spirit of God: 
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, [3] and every spirit that 
does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 
coming and now is in the world already.” (ESV) 

#2 Avoid False Teachings & Examples Towards the Worship of Angels 
Colossians 2:18–19 “Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on 
in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, [19] and not holding fast to 
the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, 
grows with a growth that is from God.” (ESV) 
• “the Church…invokes their [the angels] assistance in the funeral…’May the angels lead you into 

Paradise…she celebrates the memory of certain angels more particularly ? (St. Michael, St. Gabriel, 
St. Raphael, and the guardian angels’” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 335) 

• “Beside each believer stands an angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church 336) 

• “The Church venerates the angels who help her on her earthly pilgrimage and protect every human 
being.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 352) 

Images, Icons, Amulets, Charms, Fetish - Exodus 20:4–5 “You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. [5] You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me" (ESV) 

‘Following the divinely inspired teachings of our holy Fathers and the tradition of the Catholic Church 
(for we know that this tradition comes from the Holy Spirit who dwells in her)…holy images of our 
Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ, our inviolate Lady, the holy Mother of God, and the venerated 
angels, all the saints and the just, whether painted or made of mosaic or another suitable material, are 
to be exhibited in the holy churches of God, on sacred vessels and vestments, walls and panels, in 
houses and on streets” (Catechism of the Catholic Church  1161) 

#3 Examine Any Experiential Encounters Towards the Worship of Angels 
Worshipful Awe of & Fascination Towards Angels - Revelation 22:8–9 “I, John, am the one who 
heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the 
angel who showed them to me, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with 
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you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 
(ESV) 

Idolatry via Worship of Angels - Romans 1:22–25 “Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals 
and creeping things. [24] Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, [25] because they exchanged the truth about God for a 
lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.” 
(ESV) 

Communication (Prayers & Consultations - Necromancy, Mediums, Intercessions) to Angels 
(Faithful or Fallen) Instead of to God - Isaiah 8:19 "And when they say to you, ‘Inquire of the 
mediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter,” should not a people inquire of their God? 
Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living?’” (ESV) 

2 Corinthians 4:18 “as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.” (ESV) 

Colossians 3:1–2 “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. [2] Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth.” (ESV)
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