
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE  
SAY ABOUT HEAVEN?  

Who goes to Heaven? (most thorough distinction between believers and non-believers is found in 
1 John) 
Romans 10:9-10 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

Romans 10:13-17  For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” [14] How then will 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? [15] And how are they to 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!” [16] But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he 
has heard from us?” [17] So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” 

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 

Revelation 21:27  But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 
false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

What happens when a true believer in Christ dies? 
Luke 23:43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."  

Philippians 1:23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by 
far 

Hebrews 9:27-28 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so 
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with 
sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  

Romans 14:10-12 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will 
give an account of himself to God. 

Where does my spirit/soul go when I die?  When do I go to Heaven? 
Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.  
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John 14:2-3 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 
there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be where I am.  
2 Corinthians 5:1-9 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be 
clothed with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For 
while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to 
be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is 
God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 
what is to come. Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, 
whether we are at home in the body or away from it.  

What about 1 Thessalonians 4? 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this 
we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-55 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must 
put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts 
on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 
written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your 
sting?”  

What about New Jerusalem?  Revelation 21, Isaiah 65:17-25, Daniel 7-12 

Will I recognize my loved ones in Heaven?  Mount of Transfiguration (Moses & Elijah, 
Matthew 17), Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), Multitude of Many Nations (Revelation 7) 

MORE BIBLICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF HEAVEN 
Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables 
 him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 
glorious body.  
Matthew 6:20-21 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.  
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Revelation 21:3-4 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."  
Revelation 7:9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. 
They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.  
Revelation 7:13-17 Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes--who are they, and where 
did they come from?" I answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are they who have come out of 
the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore, "they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who 
sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they 
thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes."  
Luke 20:36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God's children, since they 
are children of the resurrection.  
Luke 23:43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."  
John 14:2-3 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 
there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be where I am.  
John 17:24 "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  
Philippians 1:23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by 
far 
1 Thessalonians 4:17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  
Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving.  
Daniel 12:13 "As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you 
will rise to receive your allotted inheritance."  
Revelation 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow 
them."  
1 Corinthians 9:25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  
Isaiah 25:8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all 
faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken.  
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. 
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